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TO 


Barth, Tipping of Oxon F/q; 


Dear and Honour'd Coſen, 


: | *y End of this Sermon is to recti- 
fy ſome Miſtakes, which have 
been publiſh'd upon the Doctrine 

of particular Vows; and to recommend 

and promote a frequent Conſideration, 
and ſincere Performance of that common 
and ordinary one, made at our Baptiſm, 

which contains in Epitome the Subſtance 
of our most Holy Religion. And You have 

a quſl Title to it, who have always been 

a hearty Embracer of the Truth, and have 

manifeſled a particular Regard 46 Thoſe, 

Who are concern'd to be its Maintainers 

and Defenders, who wait at God's Altar, 

to diſpenſe His holy Word and Sacra- 
ments, and to receive Thoſe free-will Of- 
ferings and Oblations, which ou have ſo 

Largely and Piouſ/ly made to ſacred and 

Charitable Uſes. The Readineſs and 

(a 2) Chear- 


* 

Chearfulneſs, with which You have al- 
ways made Tour Acknowledgments of 
the divine Favours, remarkably prove 
the Tye of any particular Vow with re- 
ſped 2 Your Self Zo be neither needful or 
neceſſary. And to lay Your Self under ſuch 
a Conſtraint would be to dletract from 
T hoſe Good Qualities, which add a Grace 
10 the mo/? amiable Duty of a Chriſtian. 
17 hat I may /{ill reflect with Pleaſure 
upon, and ſee You happy in the Enjoyment 
of the Bleſſings, annex'd to ſuch Acts of 
Goodneſs here, and partake with You of 
the Kind Influences of that Charity here- 
after, which will remain, when Faith 
and Hope are loff in Fruitwn, is the 
Prayer of Him, who eSleems it an Honour 
and Happineſs to ſubſcribe Himſelf 


Your Aﬀectionate 8 


And Humble Servant, 


TIPPING SILVESTER. 


[x ] 


DEU TER. XXIII. Ver. 22. 


But if Thou ſhalt forbear to You, it 
all be no Sin in Thee, 


HE Precepts concerning Yows, which we 

| find diſpers d over the Pentateuch, ſeem, 

like ſome of the diſpenſing Permiſſions , 

taken Notice of by our Saviour, tobe given 

to the Jews tor the Hardneſs of their Hearts. They 
were from their Egreſs out of Egypt a ſtiff-neck'd and 
rebellious People, fo far from making due Acknow- 
ledgments of the divine Bounty and Favour , that 
They were for the Generality forgetful of Them. 
Hence the Terrours of the Law, and: the dreadful 
Sanctions annex d to it: hence the Acceptance of 
Thoſe Sacrifices, by which They ſeem to article for 
Bleſſings, which, tho when they were recommended 
by the Patriarchs, had a peculiar Grace, who were ſure 
of the Bleſſings They expected upon this Kind of De- 
votion from the immediate Communications of God 
Himſelf, yet when paid by the deſcending Jews were 
Acknowledgments of an inferiour Nature, And yet 
as low as They were in Compariſon with ſome Others, 
we may conjecture, that They were often backward 
in the Performance of their Yows; for which Reaſon 
the Almighty gives many Cautions and Commands 
about Them , telling Them, that He would not 
diſpenſe with the Breach of Them, and that He ſhould 
LE B eſteem 
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(2] 

eſteem even their Backwardneſs to pay Them, when 
made, as a(1)Sin and Impiety ; but however if 
They were doubtful, or diſtruſtful of Themſelves, 
nay , if according to the (2) Septuagint Verſion, it 
did not ſo much as enter into their Hearts to make Them, 
or according to the cloſer Tranſlation of the Hebrew 
Text, F They ſhould forbear to Vow, it ſhould be no 
Sin in Them. From which Words I ſhall proceed to 


con ſider, 


Firſt, The Nature of Yows under the Jewiſh 
Diſpenſation. 5 

Secondly, To ſhew, that under the Goſpel the 
Chriſtian s Vous are comprehended under the Sa- 
cramental, and that extraordinary and particular 
Voms are neither neceſſary or expedient. 

Thirdly, I ſhall conclude with ſome proper Re- 

. marks upon the ill Uſe which has been made of 

= | the Doctrine of particular Vows by the Romiſh 


Firſt, T am to conſider the Nature of Voms under the 

- Jewiſh Diſpenſation : which, as They are particular, 
voluntary Engagements, we ought to obſerve, when 
made; tho we cannot infer a Neceſlity of making 
them from the divine Law, or the Nature of Things. 
It would ſeem but an ill Conſequence ſhould we thus 
argue: God has commanded Us in general to Honour 
Him with our Subſtance ; and therefore we ought to 
make our Selves liable to His Judgments, if in ſuch 
a particular Caſe, at ſuch a particular Time, and to 
EN ſuch a particular Degree we do it not. This, IT ſay, 
would be but an ill Conſequence, tho' there may be 
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(1) Deut. 23. v. 21. (2) Deut. 23. v. 22. h On. 
ſome 
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ſome fit Reaſons aſſign d, why ſuch particular Vows 
were usd by good and pious Men under the Circum- 
ciſion. The firſt we read of was that (1) remarkable 
one of the Patriarch Jacob's , recorded in the 28th of 
Geneſis; hence this Practice was derivd into the 
Jewiſh Church. As this therefore was the firſt upon 
ſacred Record, it may not be improper in Order to 
fix and determine the Notion of Scriptural Vows to 
make a Reflection or two upon This, which ſhall be 
confind rather to the Form, than the Matter of it. 
Tf it be conſider d in this View, tis no Doubt con- 
ditional, and imports, that as God Almighty had by a 
Viſion vouchſaf d to confirm the Promiſes to Him, 
which He had made to Abraham ; when He ſhould 
have receiv'd an Earneſt of Them by a fate Return 
and an Encreaſe of his Subſtance, He would then ſer 
up an Altar in Token of his kind and mercitul Pro- 
tection : and dedicate a Teath Part of His Acquiſitions 
to Him as a grateful and laſting Monument of His 
Bounty. The Relation of this Fact in Joſephus con- 
tains a Paraphraſe upon this Place which concludes 
thus: (2) Kat ivyiy mira Wow in wimy, ti mH Gier 
Gable exvict, He makes a Vow to ſacrifice upon theſe 
Stones, if having acquird Wealth, He ſhould return 
in Safety. Here his Return and Profperity in His 
Expedition and Undertaking are neceſſarily ſuppos d, 
betore He could make this proper Acknowledgment. 
Nor doth this Conſtruction in the leaſt derogate from 
the Character of the pious Patriarch, or caſt a Re- 
flection of irreligious Dithdence upon Him, but con- 


tains an Article with Reſpect to the Circumſtance of 


(3) Time, which was indeed neceſſary to the Perform- 


(1) Ganeſ: 28. Ve 20. (2) Joſ. Antiq. Jud Lib. 1. (3) Ainſworth on 
the Pentateuch. | | | 
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ance of it. For Tenths could not be paid out of His 
promis d Poſſeſſions, till thoſe Poſſeſſions were actually 
acquir d. After this Pattern the moſt remarkable 
Voms upon ſacred Record are fram d; which contain 
in them a Condition, either imply d, or expreſs d. 
Thus in the Book of Judges, the (1) Vow of Jeptht hal 
runs in the following Manner. I thou ſhalt without 


fail deliver the Children of Ammon into mine Hands, 


Then it ſhall be that whatſoever cometh out of the Doors of 
mine Houſe ſhall ſurely be put to Death: and J will offer 
zt for a burnt Sacrifice. The ſame is obſervable of (2) 
Abſalom's Vow, and (3) all Thoſe through the Book 
of Pſalms: 10 (q) wwxmioy according to the Heathen 
Uſage is that, which 1s paid to diſcharge a Vow, 
which was promis'd before, and paid after a Victory; 
and the Vow (ivy) of the ſacred Writers ſeems always 


to carry with it a Condition in Proſpect of ſome par- 
ticular Bleſſing. Indeed in ſacred Writ 'tis ſometimes 
us d in a figurative, and ſometimes in a proper Senſe ; 


when *tis taken figuratively, 'tis put by a Metonymy 


for the promis d Offering, as in the 234 of Leviticus 


Ver. 38. when tis us d in a proper Senſe it ſignifies a 
ſpontaneons, precatory Promiſe, whereby we lay our Selves 
under a direct Obligation to God in ſome Thing or Action; 
as in the Inſtances above cited. 

Hence we obſerve, that Things conſecrated, or 
deſecrated, tho They are in a vulgar Senſe ſtyl'd de- 
voted, are not always reducible under the general 
Nature of a Vow, in the proper and ſcriptural Senſe of 
the Word: and there ſeems to be a greater Difference 
than is commonly apprehended between Them. The 


Inhabitants of Canaan were devoted to Deſtruction; and 


1 Judg. 11. Ve 20. 31. (2) 2 Sam. 15. v. 7, 8 (3) Calvin, Inflit, 
Lib. 4. Cap. 13. Sic intelligendi ſunt omnes Loci in Pſalmis, qui de Votis 
Jequuntur, (4) Potter's Greek Antiq. Vol. 1, Book 2. Chap. 4. 


ſome- 
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ſometimes by a Curſe or Anathema denounc d: but 
if a Vom is a ſpontaneous Promiſe, they were therefore 
not a Vow, becauſe They were ſeparated to Perdition 
by the Divine Command, and were ſometimes without a 
Promiſe deſtroy d in Purſuance of it. As then Vows are 
diſtinguiſh'd in the preceding Explication ; ſo likewiſe 
are Anathema s; and the Term ſignifies ſometimes 
the Execration it ſelf, and ſometimes the accurſed Thing: 
which Execration belong'd to Thoſe, who either pre- 
ſerv d what was ſeparated to Deſtruction, or made 
away and deſtroy d what was ſet apart (as the Metals 
of the City of Jericho mention'd by Joſhua) for Holy 
Uſes, and the Service of the Sanctuary; both which 
fell under the Cherem, or Anathema; anſwering in 
ſome meaſure, not to Yows, the b of the Greeks, 
but their Imprecations ; and accordingly (1) Joſephus 
expreſſes them by the Term ve; and the (2) Learned 
Writer of the Greek Antiquities refers Us for their 
Origine to this Paſſage of Jaſbua, and afterwards di- 
rects Us to go up to Balaam, the Patriarch Jacob, 
Noah, and with reſpe& to Cain, and Adam, to God 
Himſelf. From whence we may conclude, that the 
5% and dv of the Jews are diſtinguiſh'd, not as 
ſome have thought, as the one 1s a ſimple and alienable 
Vom, the other the oppoſite ( ſince (3) imple Vows are 
oppos'd to Vows confirm d by an Oath) but as Ana- 
thema's are not properly Vows, but are Sentences pro- 
nounc d, or Things thus ſet apart, either by the grand 
Sanhedrim, or the expreſs Order of God Himſelf. 
The ſame will hold in Things conſecrated, as well 
as in Things deſecrated, for They are devoted in one 


26) Joſeph, Antiq. Jud. Lib. 5, Cap 5. Tis “ 42gs 7d Ne ut mute 
Any: which concludes the Relation of this Fact. (2) Potter's Greek 
Antiq. Vol. 1. Book 2. Chap. 5. (3) Patrick on Numb. 30. v. 2. 
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Senſe of the Word; and the Tabernacle, the Ark, 


the Altar, the holy Things ornamental, typical, and 
inſtrumental, were a Devotement of the People's, whoſe 


pious Bounty was ſo great, and whoſe Zeal was fo 


tervent, that it was reſtrain d by the Command of 


Moſes : but their Offerings towards Them were pro- 


SO 


perly free (1) Gifts, and differ d from Yows, as (the 
(2) Wel mano?) the Vows did from (the terpremsi) 
the free-will Offerings of the Greeks: and in like 
Manner we find Them diſtinguiſh'd from one another 
in Levit. 7. 16. Bat if the Sacrifice of his Offering be 
4 Vow, or voluntary Offering, it ſhall be eaten the ſame 
Day, that he offereth his Sacrifice. ET, 

Thus much may ſuffice to fix and determine the 
Notion of Yows, as They are diſtinguith d from other 
Sacriſſces under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation; but it will 
ſtill be more clear and diſtin from ſome further Re- 


flections upon the lawtul Matter of them. 


For this we need only in general obſerve, that 
every Thing, which was ut appropriated to God, which 
was not prophan d, or which was not properly under the 
Right and Arbitrement of Another, was the ſubject 
Matter of Them. From whence it follows, that 
Texths in the firſt Place were under the Moſaick Law 


excluded from it; and that Theſe could not be vow'd 


to the Almighty, or be accepted by Him as a freely 


promis d Offering, becauſe They were properly His 


before, both by Preſcription and Command. That 


ſome Acknowledgments in Teſtimony of our Grati- 


tude and Dependance upon the Creator of all Things, 
who gave to the Earth its nutritive Juices, to every 
Plant, bearing Seed after its Kind, its generative Fa- 
culty, and to the heavenly Bodies their kindly In- 


(1) Exod. 22. v. 2, (2) Porrer's Antiq. Vol. 1. Book 2. Ch. 4. 
fluences 


EF) 
fluences to diſpoſe their Parts, and promote their 
Nutriment, is both natural and rational. Accord- 
ingly we find, that it has been fo from the Beginning, 
and that (1) in Procefi of Time Cain brought of the 
Fruit of the Ground an Offering unto the Lord and 
Abel brought alſo of the Firſtlings of his Flock, and of 4 
the Fat thereof. Tis probable, that from hence Man- 1 
kind learn d to pay this Kind of Homage to the Al- 1 
mighty; yet Nothing occurrs in Scripture of Deci- | 
mated Offerings till the Meeting of Avraham and Mel- = 
chiſedech ; when tis ſaid, that (2) Abraham gave him =” 
 Tythes of all; and that as Prieſt of the moſt High God. 
But tho' They were thus devoted before to God's Ser- 
vice by Abraham, and perhaps by a traditional Pre- 
cept, we find the (3) Patriarch Jacob makes Them 
the Matter of a Vow ; which ſuggeſts to Us, that = 
they were not then ſo univerſally paid, but it was = 
eſteem d an extraordinary Act of Piety at that Time: = 
nor was there any written Law for the Payment of | 7 
Them, till one was deliver d by Moſes at the divine 
Command, whom he commiſſion d to proclaim and 
ſanctify his Right in this authoritative Manner. Al 
the Tythe of the Land is Mine. After this ſolemn Vin- 
dication of his Right, 'twould have made Them ſeem 
prophanely to trifle with his Attributes, to have 
brought Preſents from thoſe Things, which might 
be more emphatically ſtyl'd His own; it would have 
been a Kind of indirect Claim of a Property in His 
Rights; a religious Sort of Sacriledg: to have made 
a Vow of That, which was His by a particular Ap- 
propriation. And 'twas to prevent this Folly, that 
the Prohibition was given in Leviticus, Only the Fir ſt- 
ling of the Beaſts, which was the Lord's Firſlling, no 


(1) Gin. 4. v. 3, 4. 12) Gen. 14, v. 20, (3) Gen, 28. v. 20. 


Man 
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Man ſball San#ify it. That is no Man ſhall Offer it for 


4 Vow, or a free-will Offering: it was before ſanctify d, 


and appropriated to ſacred Uſes. 

Again Nothing, which was prophan'd or unclean, (1) 
unleſs as it was redeemable, could be the Matter of a 
Vow. The Heathens, for the Generality, had more 
exalted Notions, than to think their Gods would be 
gratify d with ſuch Sacrifices as were held in Contempt 
by Themſelves, and were in their Kind of leaſt Eſti- 
mation with Them. Hence it was (2) Salons Com- 
mand to the Athenians, that their Sacrifices ſhould be 
choſen and ſelect: and even after this Choice the 
Prieſts were nicely to examine, whether the Vidtims 
were perfect in all their Parts: and therefore had there 
been no expreſs Law forbidding it, the Jew would 
have committed a Treſpaſs of higher Aggravation, if 
he had brought a Vow, which a Heathen would have 
thought beneath the Acceptance of is Deity. And 
thoſe Things were fo, which tho' They were accep- 
table in their Kind, had any Imperfection attending 
Them, or were in any Reſpect accidentally prophan d. 


That Beaſt on which Yoke ever came, was not fit 


for the Service of God, as it had been prophan'd by 
the Uſe of Man; that which had Mam was not fit 


for Man's Uſe, and therefore was juſtly rejected by 


His Creator: that which had (3) Spot or Blemiſh was 


of leſs Eſtimation , and therefore wnworthy His Ac- 


ceptance : the (4) Price of a Whore was the Hire of Im- 
purity, and He, who is of purer Eyes, than to behold Ini- 
quity, could not look with Pleaſure upon the Reward 
of it: the Price of a Dog was Gains from a Crea- 


(1) Lev. 27. v. 11. (2) Peter- Greek Antiq. Vol. 1. Book 2. 
(3) Deut. 17. v. 1. (4) Joſeph. Antiq. Jud, Lib. 4. Cap. 8. 3 ou! 14g 
fendevi ay dp Epos 70 9060p | 
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ture peculiarly ador d by ſome Idolatrous Nations, and 
therefore was an Abomination to Him, who was jealous 
of His Honour: and the Price of Blood and Unrighte- 
onſneſs was by no Means adapted to His Nature, who 
was a God of infinite Juſtice and Mercy. Therefore the 
Jews are commanded to offer an Heifer, on which never 
came Toke : with Reſpect to a Vow tis ſaid : either for 
4 Bullock or 4 Lamb, that hath any Thing ſuperfluous or 
lacking in its Parts, that mayſt Thou offer for a free-will 
Offering ; but for a Vow, it ſhall not be accepted. Thou 
ſhalt not bring the Price.of a Whore, or the Price of a Dog 
into the Houſe of the Lord thy God. And the thirty 
Pieces of Silver were adjudg'd by the Sanhedrim unfit 
for Holy Uſes, becauſe They were the Price of Blood: 
after which Pattern the Primitive Chriſtians rejected 
from their Alms and Oblations Money, acquir'd by 
ſpilling of Blood, tho legally ſhed : for which (1) 
Doctor Hammond cites Clem. Conſtit. Tor Judy ov 
uA e l nypmpeeiag. \ 

Laſtiy, Whatſoever was under the Right and Power 
of another, was excluded from the Matter of a Vom: 
and therefore Thoſe, who were ſubject to the (2) 
Authority of Fathers or Husbanas, were by the Law not 
oblig d to the Performance of Vows, made without their 
Conſent, during their Right and Power over Them. 
And here it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that the 
Lives of Men can not be the Subject Matter of a Vom, 
ſo as to be an acceptable Sacrifice to the Almighty ; 
ſince in ſingular Caſes no natural, or civil Right, can 
extend ſo far. Hence the Prophet (3) 1/aizah comparing 
inward, and ſpiritual Worſhip, with external Obſervances, 

ſays, that He, that killeth an Ox is, as tho He ſlem 4 
Man: that is He, who offereth a Sacrifice without 


| (1) Hammond on Mat, 27. V, 6. (2) Numb. 30. (3) Iſaiah 66. v. 3. 
internal 


n RR 
3 1 7 31 VF — 
=_ = = 


[ To ] 


internal Piety, is guilty of as great an Abomination, 


as He, who ſhould ſtain the Altar with Human Blood. 


And tho' God commanded the holy Patriarch Abraham 
to offer up His Son Iſaac, as a Teſt of his Faith and 
Obedience ; yet He wrought a Miracle for His De- 
liverance ; and to the gencral Command of ſetting 
apart to the Lord all, that openeth the Matrix, or all the 
Fir/t-bora ; He adds an expreſs Order for the Redemp- 
tion of the Firſt-born of Man: which are ſtrong and in- 
conteſtable Proofs, that with ſuch Sacrifices God is not 
well pleaſed. But then what can be the Meaning of 
that Paſſage in Levit. 27. Ver. 29 ? None devoted, 
which (hall be devoted of men, ſhall be redeem d, but ſhall 
ſurely be put to Death. Not ſure that there was a 


Right, lodg d in any Men at their Pleaſure to Sacrifice 


the Lives of their Fellow Creatures ; for that would 
be a Contradiction to the preceding, plain Deducti- 
ons. It ſeems to be only, that Thoſe, who were 
under the Cherem or Curſe , pronounc'd either by 
God's ſpecial Command , or the Authority of the 
Sanhedrim, and ſo were ſeparated to Deſtruction, 
ſhould not be ranſom d by a Price in order to be us d in 
the Service of Men, but ſhould ſurely die. Thus the 
C1) Cazaanites were devoted to utter Perdition by 


God Himſelf: and therefore when Iſrael (2) vom d 4 


Vom unto the Lord to deſtroy one of their Cities, if He 
would deliver its People into their Hands ; it was only 
in Conſequence of a Right given by God Almighty, 
or aſſum'd by the Law of Nations over their Idolatrous 
Enemies, who were to have been put to Death wirh- 
out their Nom; which was the Effect of Terror and 


Diſmay, rather than of Security and a religious Con- 


fidence. Nor can J apprehend, that without this 


| (1) Deut, 20, v. 17. (2) Numb, 21, V. 1. 
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11 
precatory Promiſe to God, the (1) Anathema under 
the old Teſtament is any more a Vom, than that under 
the new, both being an Aſſignment over to Perdition, 
the one Temporal, the other Spiritual. 

And as we cannot admit, unleſs under the former 
Exceptions, that the Lives of Men could be the Mat- 
ter of a Vom under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation; ſo alſo 
it is with Reſpect to their Property: and it would be 
abſurd to promiſe, or offer up to an omniſcient and 
juſt God, what is not our own. For this Reaſon it is, 
that whatſoever things are the Squeezings of Injuſtice, 
or Oppreſſion, are an Abomination to the Lord; 
nor can it be preſum d, that he would accept at their 
Hands what He did not command, till They had 
render d to their Neighbour what He did. Which is 
intimated in thoſe Words of our Saviour: (2) There- 
fore if Thou bring thy Gift to the Altar, and there re- 
membreſt, that thy Brother has ought ag ainſt Thee. Leave 
there thy Gift before the Altar ; Go thy Way; firſt be 
reconciled to thy Brother, and then come and offer thy Gift. 
Thus much for the Nature of Vous under the Jewiſh 
Diſpenſation ; T proceed now, 1 


Secondly, To ſhew, that under the Goſpel the Chri- 
ftian's Vows are comprehended under the Sacra- 
mental, and that therefore particular Vows are 
neither xeceſſary or expedient. 


If we may judge by the many Precepts relating to 
Voms under the Law, the great Veneration the Jews 
had for the Patriarchal Example, and their ſuperſiitions 
Obſervance of outward Ceremonies, their Engagements 
of this Kind muſt have been pretty numerous : but 


(1) Godwin's Moſes and Aaron. Book 5, Chap. 2» (2) Mat. 5. v. 23, 24. 
C 2 . eſpecially 
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eſpecially for this Reaſon, that They imagin'd by this 
Means to ſupply the Place of inward Purity: but our 
Saviour, who by one Oblation of Himſelf, once offer d, 
took away the Uſe of Legal Sacrifices, has alſo by en- 
Joining one common Vow taken away the Neceſſity 
of Others : which being originally made at our Baptiſm, 
and confirm'd at the Lords Supper, extends to every 


Thing, which ſeems to be the Uſeful Matter of Yows, 


and renders particular ones unneceſſary, indifferent, or 
ſuperſtitious. Under the Diſtinction of particular 
Voms come ſuch, as every Chriſtian is not ordizarily 
oblig'd to make; but are left indifferent, and purely at 


his own Choice; whereas the Common One is abſolutely 
neceſſary to Salvation through Feſus Chriſt. By this 


fœderal Right we in View of the Goſpel Promiſes en- 
liſt our Selves under the Banner of Chriſt, and oblige 
our Selves to a Lite of Obedience, Self-denial and 
Charity: and in Conſequence of This we offer up our 
Alms and Oblations, our Prayers and Praiſes ; we 


pay a Spiritual and Bodily Worſhip, we commemo- 
rate our Saviour's bitter Death and Paſſion according 


to His holy Inſtitution, who has call'd Us to this State 
of Salvation. The good Reſolutions, which we make 
in preparing for this Heavenly Repaſt, are but Repe- 


titions of what we have before promis d; nor doth our 
effectual Reception of it depend upon any em made 


Jom, but upon a ſincere Repentance of the Breach of 


the former, and a full Purpoſe to perform it for the 


future. So that it ſeems to detract as much from the 
Dignity of our Baptiſmal Engagement to ſuppoſe any 


Neceſſity to multiply Yows, as it doth from the two Sa- 


craments, thoſe holy Myſteries and Pledges of Chriſt's 

Love, to multiply Them with the Romiſh Church. And 

yet as Chriſtian Knowledge and Practice decay'd, and 
l 5 Error 
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Error and Ignorance took Place of Them, an idle Su- 
perſtition led the deluded Chriſtian to impoſe upon 
Himſelf and Others ſome Inventions of His omn, which 
tended to no Edification, the ſole Good whereof was 
placed in the bare Performance, and which therefore, 
inſtead of preventing, did but encreaſe their Damna- 
tion. And Others, looking back towards the Law, 
have been misled out of a too favourable Notion of 
particular Vows, to rank Thoſe Things under them, 
which are the Acts of neceſſary Duty, either from the 
Nature of the Things, or by Virtue of our common 
Vow. | | 

Thus Tythes, as they now ſtand, are treated by ſome 
under the Notion of an extraordinary Vom, which 

were particularly excepted from it under the Law ; 
and which if They are paid, either under the View of 
divine Right, or with Regard to human Laws, can in 
neither Caſe be the ſubject Matter of it. For if we 
pay Them, as requir d by God Almighty before, and 
commanded under the Moſaick Diſpenſation, we do 
it in Conformity to the divine Command, if as re- 
quir'd by the Statutes of the Realm, tis in Conformi- 
ty to human Laws : here is no Room for that Freedom 
and Spontaneity, Which make the Eſſence of a particular 
Vom; ſince as an Act of common Juſtice and Piety, 
we are oblig' d to it by our general Vom at our Baptiſm. 
Indeed They were above an (1) Hundred Vears be- 
fore our Saviour generally neglected by the Jews; 
but with no other Plea, than what was ſuggeſted from 


their Corruption and Covetouſneſs, which were curbd 


and corrected by a Decree of the Sanhedrim: and in 
early Times the firſt Chriſtians, upon Account of 
their unſettled State under Perſecution, forbore the 


| "7 1) Goawin's Moſes and Aaron. Book 6, Chap. 3. FE. 
* Payment 
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Payment of Them; but then They overpaid 'Them 
in Offerings and Oblations ; and as ſoon as ever Kings 
and Princes became Members of the Church, They 
became too its Nurſing Fathers, maintaining, defend- 
ing, and confirming its Rights ; and by a (1) Synodi- 
cal Canon They were enjoin d to be paid here before 
the Eſtabliſhment of the Saxon Monarchy ; and, after 
by a free and voluntary Donation of the firſt Heredi- 
tary Monarch of the Engliſh Saxons, who had in De- 
meſne all the Lands in Exgland, They were ſet apart 
for the Service of the Church. And in the Reign of 
King Henry the Eighth 'twas by Statute enacted, that 
they ſhould be paid, becauſe They were due to God 
and His Holy Church: ſo that I cannot ſee how in the 
preſent Situation, They can become the Matter of a 
particular Vow. EY Sd 

Again, Thoſe free and voluntary Offerings, thoſe 
liberal and generous Contributions, which the good 
Chriſtian makes to ſacred and charitable Uſes, have 
been placed under the Rank of particular and 
extraordinary Vows; which ſeem to anſwer the free 
Gifts and voluntary Offerings under the Law, which 
were always diſtinguiſh'd from Yows, and that becauſe 
a free Gift might have been with-held, but a Vom 
muſt zeceſſarily be paid. Indeed the (2) Learned Bi- 
ſhiop Kydder in His Demonſtration of the Meſſiah , 
incidentally mentioning t he extraordinary Oblations, 
and generous Contributions of the primitive Chriſti- 
ans, who ſold their Lands, and laid the Money at the 
Apoſtle's Feet, ſays that it was for the Breach of a 
tacit Vow, that Ananias and Sapphira were puniſh'd 
with Death: and cites Maimonides to prove the Juſtice 


(1) Nelſon's Rights of the Clergy. Chap. of Tyt hes. 6 
(2) Kidders Dem. of the Meſiaß. Part the 2. Chap. the 4. 
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of God's Proceeding in ſuch a Caſe. But with tlie 
_ greateſt Reverence to that Learned Prelate, I muſt 

obſerve, that this Opinion ſeems not to agree with 
the Expoſtulation of the Apoſtles. Whilſt it remain'd 
was it not thine own ? and after it was ſold, was it not in 
thine own Power ? Which it would not fo properly have 
been, if He had lain under the Engagement of a Vom: 
and, if it had been a tacit One, the Apoſtle, who 
could diſcover the Colluſion, would alſo have known 
That ; and would not have made this Expoſtulation to 
expoſe His Folly, but only have reprov'd Him for His 
Sin in Lying to the Holy Ghoſt. Nor need we under- 
ſtand, that the Nature of their Crime conſiſted chiefly 
in detaining Part of the Price of their Poſſeſſions, 
which it doth not appear They were under an abſolute 
Neceſſity of bringing; but in a Deſign to impoſe upon 
the Church by a Pretence to a greater Charity and 

Offering, than They really made; and by a direct Un- 
truth, which They utter'd to the Apoſtle to ſecure 
the Eſteem of Men, and gain Credit with the Brethren. 
The Term ties, As 5. 4. which is render d by (1) 
Commentators purloin d, ſeems to be ſtretch'd to the 
Senſe of the LXXII upon the Caſe of Achan, in 
Order to force a Parallel; and is as juſtly render d 
kept back or ſeparated: and the Term ita, As 5. 4. 
is taken in an improper Senſe to ſupport the Suppoſition 
of a Vom; which if allowed, is interpreted to be a facit 
one: but this there is probable Reaſon to reject; ſince 

They neither of Them ſeem'd to Will the Offering, 
but conſented and agreed to tell the'groſſeſt Falſhood, 
even to the Apoſtle, to evade it, who had given by 

Signs and Miracles ſufficient Tokens of the Inhabita- 


| (+) Dr. Hammond, &c. 
| tion 
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tion of the (1) Spirit. Peter anſwer d unto Her; tel 
Me, whether ye ſold the Land for ſo much. And ſhe ſaid, 
yea, for ſo much. This is properly 4ivaztur a $19, to 
Lie to the Holy-Ghoſt; and is without any Recourſe to 
the Suppoſition of a tacit Vom (which can never be 
provd from the Nature of the Thing) a Crime of 
ſufficient Aggravation to provoke this Severity. 

Another falſe Inſtance of this Kind ſeems to have 
been brought in the Caſe of Martyrdom. For, as I 
have before obſerv'd, as the Lives of Men are not 
at the Diſpoſal of another, ſo neither are They in 
their own. The Chriſtian Martyr goes not to the 
Stake, but is carry d thither by the Powers, that be; 
and he gives up his Life, rather than His Faith; which 
He engag d Himſelf to do by His general Vom at His 
Baptiſm, when He was ſign d with the Sign of the 
© Croſs, in Token that hereafter He ſhould not be a- 
© ſham d to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt crucified, man- 
fully to fight under His Banner againſt Sin, the 
© World and the Devil, and to continue Chriſts faithful 
© Souldier and Servant unto His Lives End. This is 
an Act of the higheſt Fortitude, and moſt Heroick 
Piety, but tis alſo a general neceſſary Duty to every 
Chriſtian, when calld to it; and therefore is im- 
properly rank d under extraordinary and particularVoys. 

It may therefore be proper to give a fit Inſtance or 
two of particular Vows, in Order to ſettle what are ſo. 
We are in general, by our Baptiſmal Covenant, o- 
blig d to renounce all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh, and 
in Conſequence of this are oblig d to make Uſe of the 
Means preſcribd ; ſuppoſe Mortification by Faſting. 


(1) Petrus autem publicavit Peccatum occultum Ananiæ & Sapphire, 
tanguam executor Dei, cujus Revelatione Peccatum cognovit, Tho. Aqui. 
2244,'9. 33. Art. 7. Cone | | 

But 
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But ſhould We by a ſolemn Promiſe to God Almighty 
oblige our Selves to abſtain ſuch a (1) Number of Days 
or Hours; this Circumſtance no where enjoin'd, 
would make it a particular Vom. | 

| Again, we are oblig d by our general Vom to Acts of 
Charity and Piety: but ſhould we make a volun- 
tary Promiſe to God to beſtow at ſuch a future Time, 
ſuch a certain Sum, to ſuch an Aſſiend Uſe, in View 
of ſuch a deſir d Bleſſing, this would alſo be a particu- 
lar Vow. | 

And Theſe are the Vows, which I undertake to prove 
neither xeceſſary or expedient. If they had been neceſſary , 


we might reaſonably ſuppoſe, that as our Saviour ap- 


pointed that grand One for the Initiation of His 
Followers, He would alſo have preſcrib'd the Other, 
either by Precept or Practice, for the Perfection of 


Them, that ſo the Uſe of Them might have been 


derived by Authority to the Chriſtian Church, as it 
was to the Jews from the Patriarchs. But we have no 


Inſtance of this Kind, either from our Saviour, His 


| Apoſtles, or Followers, in the nem Teſtament. There 
js indeed Mention of a Vow of Aquilas Ads 18, and 
of four Converts, Acts 21, but it was the Vom of the 
 Nazarites, which They lay under either as Jews, 
before their Converſion, or as Judaizing Chriſtians , 
who were indulg'd in the Obſervance of ſome Moſaick 
Rites, upon Account of the particular Exigence of 
that Time ; which therefore affects not this Point, 
Itis a moſt trifling Solution of This, brought by 


the (2) Romaniſts; that Jeſus Chriſt was God, and 


therefore could not Vow to Himſelf ; ſince He might 
Vow as Man, as well as Pray, or Suffer. Nor would 


(1) Calvin's Inſtit. Book. 4. Chap. 13. Me 
(2) Tho. Aquinas 22, Q 88: Art. 4. Con. Tert. 
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this hold with Reſpect to the Apoſtles. And as Vows 
are not neceſſary in the oli Teſtament, which we urge 
from the Text, and no where by any Means recom- 
mended under the New, we muſt conclude, that we who 
are under a better Covenant, may make Uſe of That 
Liberty, wherewith Chriſt has made Us free. | 

But further it ſeems to be ſo far from Sin to forbear 
the Uſe of Them, that it may be difficult to aſſign Caſes, 
in which They may ſeem expeazent. For to an irratio- 
nal and giddy Man They are dangerous Things, which 
become wicked, if They are not weigh d, deliberate and 
fit; and to a thinking and rational Man They may ſeem 
inexpedient, whether we conſider Them, as Acts of 
Self- Diſcipline, or under the common Notion, as Acts 
of Gratitude. For He, who reflects at ail, will con- 
clude, that no ſtronger Obligation can lye upon Him, 
than what He is already under, to Ule all proper Means 
to bring His Body under, and keep it in Subjection: to 
this no ſtronger Bond can be ſuperadded : and there- 
fore He will conclude, that ſince Chriſt has left Him 
free, as to Circumſtances and Things not preſcrib d, twill 
be moſt prudent to Leave Himſe/f fo ; and to purſue. 
the beſt Means to all preſent Appearance for His Edifi- 
cation; that ſo if His Conſtitution ſhould alter, or 
His Condition vary, He may not be tempted to break 
a particular Vow, which He had no Weceſſity to enter 
into: and whether the Danger will not over-balance 


the propos d Advantage, is what T Leave to Your Con- 


ſideration. 

And if we take Them under the general Notion, 
as Acts of Gratiiude; by which the good Chriſtian 
promiſes to God the Acknowledgment of a Bleſſing 
by a ſuitable Offerivg and Oblation ; tho it is /awful 
and not abſurd, as Calvin expreſſes it, to enter _ 

: uch 
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ſuch Engagements, yet what Advantage this Method 
of Acknowledgment has above Others, is not eaſily di- 
ſcern'd. Should the pious Chriſtian be made a pe- 
culiar Favourite of Heaven, and bleſs'd with extra- 
ordinary Advantages, either in Proſpect or Poſſeſſion, 
He may by His Free Gifts and Offerings give a more 
noble and generous Inſtance of His pious Reſentment, 
which under the Law were always deem'd the moſt 
acceptable Sacrifices ; and muſt recommend to the Fa- 
vour of the Almighty, who Loveth à chearful Giver ; 
whereas He, who lays a Conſtraint upon Himſelf, may 
give afterwards with an anwilling Mind; and tho He 
pays the Vom, may not anſwer the End of it. And tis 
tor theſe Reaſons, I preſume, that the Jewiſh Doctors 
diſcourag d, and deterrd their Scholars from ſuch 
Kind of Vows. Ee | 
But were They ever ſo expedient, the il Uſe, which 
has been made of the Doctrine of particular Vows by : 
- the Church of Rome, would be enough to give us a 
Prejudice againſt Them: a few Remarks upon which 
ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe. 
And firſt it has been a Means of introducing into. 
the World the ridiculous Abſurdities, and Abomina- 
tions of Hil- Worſbip: this contains in its Idea an im- 
pious and audacious Preſumption, a bold Reflection 
upon the divine Wiſdom, whilſt we neglect the Means 
of Salvation, which that preſcribes; and invent, and 
amuſe our Selves with others, which it doth not. 
Thus the Orders of Regulars were ſet on Foot, under 
which Men impos'd upon Themſelves certain Rules, 
which. They neither religiouſly obſervd , nor con- 
ſiderately took upon Them. Thus Yows of perpetual 
Virginity were made, which precluding the Uſe of 2 
God's holy Ordinance of Matrimony, deſign d as a Re | 
2 me dy 
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medy for thoſe, who have not the Gift of Continency, 
open'd a Way for all Manner of Uncleanneſs, and ra- 
ther than their Celibacy ſhould not be maintain d, all 
Kind of Incontinency was admitted and allow d. 
Thus Yows of Pilgrimages to the Holy Land became 
in Faſhion, and the more naked and fatigue d the poor 
Creatures were, who undertook Them, ſo much the 
better Chriſtians They deem'd Themſelves. Tis 
difficult to determine which exceeded, the Stupidity, 
or Impiety of Theſe Men, who could think to pleaſe 
God by laying unneceſſary Tasks upon Themſelves ; 
or who could leave the Word of God to practiſe ſome 
bodily Exerciſes of their mn Invention, ſome Volun- 
taries of Duty ; ſince, as St. Paul has told Us, What- 
ſoever is without Faith, that is, whatſoever has not its 
Foundation in our Belief of the Scriptures, is Sin. 
Another ill Effect of this Doctrine was, that by 
it Men were often involv'd in ſuch Difficulties, and 
thrown into ſuch Perplexities, that They perfectly loſt 
their Quiet and Tranquility, and inſtead of procuring 
to Themſelves a Bleſſing, were caſt into the utmoſt 
Horror and Diſtruſt, it They did not perform Their 
Vows; or the greateſt Inconvenience, and Murmu- 
rings, if They did. The Church of Rome indeed pro- 
vided againſt this Difficulty, by lodging a Power in 
their (1) Prelates of diſſolving ſuch Bonds by their 
Authority. But in Caſes where the Matter was paſſible, 
lawful, and not inconſiſtent with prior Obligations, it may 
reaſonably be ask d, Where God gave Them this Au- 
thority? And if the Matter was unlawful, the Vow 
was void and diſſolv'd of Courſe; and therefore this 
Remedy ſeems trifling, and of little Signification. 


(1) Tho. Aquinas 22, Q88. Art. 12 Con, — | 
Another 
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Another ill End of this Doctrine is; that it has 


been made Uſe of to furniſh Men with a Mind of Com- 


mutation for Tniquity ; and by the pious Artifices of 


the Religious the Offender was induc to believe, that 


His Sin might without any inward Sorrow or Com- 


. punition be eras'd by a ſolemn Vom or Promiſe to God 
of Founding Monaſteries, Religious Houſes, and the 


Like; and if He could afterwards bequeath hand- 
ſomely, or endow Them liberally, He might Sin even 
to Merit. But this Practice was puniſh'd in its Con- 
ſequences, which concurring with other Cauſes, as 


it had laid the Foundation of ſome of Them, occa- 


ſion d alſo their Diſſolution. 
L aſtly, A further ill End of this Doctrine was, that 
it was made Uſe of to cement and faſten together Re- 

 ligious Aſſaſſines, and Chriſtian Butchers, who were 
ready upon Sentence pronounc d in the ſecret Cabals 
of the Jeſuites, to Vom to God a Sacrifice from amongſt 
their Chriſtian Brethren, and' to offer up any, whom 
They ſhould ſelect of the moſt incorrupt Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity as Victims to the Catholick Faith. Twas 
from ſuch a ſacred Ruſſian, that Henry the Fourth of 
France receiv d his Paſsport ; to fuch Hands the great 
Delivercr of Theſe Nations from Popery, for whom 
we have offer d up our lateſt Thankſgivings to God, 
was deſtin d: but the moſt remarkable Vom, that ever 
was put into Annals, was that moſt horrid and exe- 
crable One, deſign'd to be performd on this Day. 
If to make a raſh Vom is impious and wicked, what 
Saper fluity.of Nanughtinef{ was it, to enter into an En- 
gage: nent, ſo enormouſly wicked as This? A Vow 
to ſacrifice our Father, Brother, Friend, would be a 
ſtupid and low Compariſon : nor is it eaſy to invent 
a Parallel. Had ſome of the Primitive Chriſtians 


vow d 
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vow'd the Death of St. Paul, as thoſe . Jews 
did, it might have equally promoted the Good of the 
Church, and the Intereſt of Religion, | 

For theſe Reaſons then it may ſeem moſt pious and 
wiſe in Us to practiſe with Sincerity and Steadineſs 
thoſe Duties, which God has expreſily commanded in 
His holy Word, without iaventing new ones of our 
own; to look back continually upon our Bapriſmal 
Vow, and to keep it as inviolably as we can, without 
involving our Selves in ſuch Difficulties, as ſome have 
done, by aiming at that Merit, which is plac d in ſome 
particular Vows by the Church of Rome ; to be eſpecially 
in the utmoſt Degree cautious of making Thoſe, 
which are raſb, wicked, or cruel; and on the contrary 
to be always diſposd to contribute all we can, and 
ought, to ſacred Uſes and the Neceſſities of the Saints, 
by the more generous Preſents of Oblations and free- 
will Offerings, and then the God of Mercy has declar'd, 
that if we cannot make the Oferizg, He will moſt 
graciouſly accept the Wil. 


FINIS. 
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